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to participate
in our experiments to transform

Higher Education in India
Ahmedabad University is a private,
dedicated to rigorous academic pursuit
with a focus on building enquiry as a
value through interdisciplinary learning.
We provide liberal education that
prepares students to think deeply
emerge as independent thinkers
and compassionate leaders who can
innovatively engage with the complex
challenges of our society. As a research
university, we are committed to the
discovery of ideas that enhance our
understanding of the issues that face
our society.
We are building an environment
where students and professors explore
assumptions of each other through
data and rigorous discussions, and
unique learning process is mediated by
good theory leads to good practice.

L

ocated in one of India’s most vibrant cities, Ahmedabad
University has a unique mindset to develop cultural
and entrepreneurial sensitivity in our graduates. It
was established in 2009 by the Ahmedabad Education
Society (AES) which is an 81 years old society. AES
and its founders have been directly and indirectly
instrumental in pioneering several institutions of higher
learning such as Ahmedabad Textile Industries Research
Association (ATIRA), Physical Research Laboratory
(PRL), National Institute of Design (NID), Indian
Institute of Management, Ahmedabad (IIMA) and Center
for Environmental Planning and Technology (CEPT).
The University’s DNA comprises eminent founders, a
congregation of inspiring teachers, engaging scholars, and
a talented pool of highly motivated students.

Our Purpose: “To foster continuous progress of self and society”
To prepare leaders of outstanding character who will contribute
significantly to their fields of study and practice.
To build an evolving learning environment that is based on crossdisciplinary linkages among the arts, sciences, and professional
disciplines, combined with deep reflection.
To actively advance research and intellectual enterprise at the University
and in society.
To promote independent mindedness and diversity across all
dimensions of the University.
To actively advance the social, economic, and ecological development of
local, national, and international communities.
To educate young people of India and the world to become contextuallyliterate global citizens.
To catalyze students to mature into critical thinkers who are analytically
equipped, practically oriented, and ethically driven.
We recognise that social challenges and job opportunities are occurring at the intersection of
various axes of influence, defined by disciplines (data, materials, biology, and behavior), nature
(air, water, forests, and land), sectors of impact (health, transport, energy, and education) and
society (individual and community). Accordingly, Ahmedabad University strives to guide students
on how to learn through interdisciplinary academic and real-life experiences that traverse these
intersections. Research programmes at the University also embody this integrative perspective.
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Orientation towards students’ learning
Self Discovery
Independent Study Period

Discovering India

During the Independent Study
Period (ISP), the University offers
a range of learning opportunities
including block courses, studioinspired experiential courses,
courses on perspective and skill
building, innovative experiments
in learning programmes that cut
across disciplines and schools.
A variety of University research
programmes for undergraduates,
independent study and more which
are not available during the regular
curricular periods of the semesters.

The course “Discovering India”
at AMSOM is a one of its kind
interdisciplinary course including
an excursion trip as an experimental
activity based learning component –
which proposes to enhance student
learning with focus on vital themes
such as history, ethnicity, culture,
heritage, history of nationalistic
movements, politics and economics.

Independent Mindedness

Learning by Doing

The Nalanda

The PBL Community & ENABLE

The Nalanda is a multi-disciplinary,
multi-programme, student driven,
aspirational platform to explore
the realm of ideas triggered by live
interaction in small groups with
invited speakers. The Nalanda is
organised monthly to provide students
with an opportunity to interact with
intellectuals and leaders who are also
deep thinkers in various domains.

The PBL Community: Ahmedabad
University implements Project-Based
Learning (PBL) as an important
methodology for building student
capabilities of “how to learn” through
practical applications. The PBL
Community comprises of faculty who
implement project-based learning in their
courses. Ahmedabad University believes
“engagement” with the context and
environment, and “application” of concepts
are the two most critical aspects of better
learning. Hence, Ahmedabad University’s
pedagogy is named “Engagement and
Application Based Learning & Education”
(ENABLE).

Applications & Society:

Good Theory makes Good Practice
It is our endeavor to link theory to hands
on practice through real projects. Some
recent examples are:
Project Bharatpur
Ahmedabad University worked with
Team ADE (Affordable Design and
Entrepreneurship) from Olin & Babson
College of USA in Project Bharatpur.
Four of our AMSOM students went for a
Project Based Learning experience at the
National Park in Bharatpur. They worked
on building and testing the prototype
cycle-rickshaw and conducting an urban
rickshaw pullers survey.
Project: Kahinee – A voice aided
system for rural healthcare
Kahinee is a voice assisted service
(VAS) system intended to impart
education and awareness in rural
areas about maternal and child care,
nutrition, anemia and government
health policies as well as facilities.
Kahinee aims to impart training and
healthcare education to ASHA workers,
PHC`s doctors (Primary Healthcare
Centre), nurses and rural patients. They
have worked with Harvard based NGO
– Barakat Bundle to provide Kahinee’s
audio services with their baby kits.
They also provided a dashboard to
Barakat Bundle to analyse the calling
trend of users.
The Practice School and Internships
Internships are generally not required by
all programmes. We are working towards
developing a Practice School that
facilitates internship for all students.

Critical thinking and building
analytical, innovative &
entrepreneurial mindsets
We have been offering university wide courses
that are open to students from all schools on
critical thinking, design thinking, negotiations,
communications etc. We are working towards
developing a Foundation Programme for
all university students irrespective of their
discipline to build certain mindsets. These
would be complemented by courses in data
sciences, computation, design processes,
civilisation and entrepreneurship abilities.
Courses & Fellowship at Venture Studio
VentureStudio has designed a fellowship
programme for Ahmedabad University
students. The programme can be
undertaken with the existing university
education for which credits can be earned.
The programme has been designed to
train fellows to find solutions for real life
situations. This includes application of
principles of design, engineering, finance,
business management and collaboration
through a unique methodology that would
equip them with the ability to create
sustainable ventures. The programme
provides experiential learning to create a
potentially winning venture during their
studies. Duration of this programme is six
months (January to June) and is open to
students in final year.
Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab
(AHVL) is another unique programme
started by CHM and VentureStudio of
Ahmedabad University, Casa De La India
and University of Valladolid, Spain, and
is sponsored by the European Union. It
seeks to promote ventures in the field of
heritage management.

Broad Exposure and Deep Exploration
Interdisciplinary Curriculum
The Schools promote interdisciplinary exploration to address complex problems faced by
the society while building deep disciplinary skills. This is what sets us apart by building
the university into a think lab which provides the students and the faculty a platform to
bring their learning into practice by crossing the boundaries. We want to build a culture
which will open minds of our students to think independently and beyond limits. Our
curriculum requires students to take courses across the University and allows them to
discover their own strengths and passions.
Capstone Projects and Undergraduate Thesis
Some programmes already have Capstone Projects like the Ratnamani Research Project
at AMSOM. As we develop our programmes further, the UG Thesis is likely to become
a unique opportunity to study issues in depth.
MOU with CEPT
We have an MOU with CEPT that allows our students to take courses at CEPT and their
students at Ahmedabad University.

Academic Advising and Tutoring
Ahmedabad University values the role of academic advising in the success of our students
and our faculty members play an active role in mentoring students. We are developing
a programme where each student is assigned a faculty advisor who will guide them
academically, review their performance, and lead them towards meaningful careers.
Student tutors are currently available at most schools.

Research University

Centre of City Location

Ahmedabad University is aspiring to become
a research university where it contributes
to the society through its deep innovative
thinking and agenda based research. Some of
the elements of our strategy that set us apart
from other institutions in the country are:

Ahmedabad University campus is located
in the heart of the city of Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, India, in the centre of Ahmedabad’s
knowledge precinct that comprises of
premium educational institutes such as
ATIRA, CEPT, IIM, PRL etc. This provides
a thriving academic ambience and the
city becomes the context of learning.
Ahmedabad University is a city university
with a central campus and facilities
surrounding it. The campus comprises of
heritage buildings and new architecture
thus creating a unique blend of its historical
lineage and a contemporary future.

Startup, Seed, Challenge grants
Faculty Development support
State-of-art laboratories and
workshops
Research Seminar Series (including
joint seminar with CEPT and NASI)
VentureStudio – innovation support
for commercialisation of innovation
Global grant making and publications
The University is developing an
Undergraduate Research Programme
(UGRP) to encourage undergraduate
students to experience the joy of research
and what it means to be a researcher.
Through the Undergraduate Research
Programme, UGRP, the University
provides several opportunities to students
to deeply explore issues or ideas by either
working on it independently under
the supervision of a faculty or with a
faculty member in their lab work or on
their research projects. This programme
tenders valuable preparation for graduate
school and imparts exposure to a
research-oriented career. It also provides
an opportunity to work closely with a
professor. UGRP provides supervised
research support that under certain
conditions is eligible for credit.

Understanding the Context
and Sense of the time
Partnerships with various Indian and
Global Institutions like SEWA, Ahmedabad
Municipal Corporation, OLIN College
of Engineering, Stanford University’s
Centre for Design Research, University of
Valladolid, and University of Ferrara etc.
Ahmedabad University offers global
exposure to its students and faculty
through collaborations with leading
international educational institutions. Our
partners, some of the most innovative in
their fields of specialisation, are assisting
us in developing distinctive strengths
within the local context to meet our
challenges. Many global organisations (like
ABB, National Park Service USA etc.) are
offering internship opportunities to our
students.
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