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Ahmedabad University is a private, non-profit research university that offers 'students,a liberalreducation:focused on

interdisciplinary learning and research thin:kiﬁg}'We' mould independentthinkers and compassionate leaders who goon
to engage innovatively with the complex challenges of our societies. ; S

& ._j"._'_ ry . -:.'-L.nl "-_-.'.I
Ahmedabad University was established.in 2009, by, the ;Ahmedabad Education Societyito offer a world-class academic

experience in one of India’s most vibrant and'fivablelcities. With'a centrally located campus and internationally renowned
X Fa .

faculty, it offers one of the most stimulating-academic en\'/irolnme_ent;s in the country. ‘As a comprehensive university,

Ahmedabad University offers undergraduate, ‘graduate, and/doctoral’studies,in‘areas such as engineering, humanities,

management, natural sciences, and social sciences:

The campus of Ahmedabad University is emerging as an
urban oasis, reflecting its strong belief in harmonious
co-existence of plants, birds, and humans. Our Arboretum
is growing into a green lung for the city of Ahmedabad with
its more than a hundred species of trees. These trees have
started to attract a large number of birds to our campus. This
book, The Birds at Ahmedabad University, documents their
presence on our campus, and | hope that those who walk through our campus will
enjoy the beauty that nature provides, appreciate that their presence signals the
rich diversity of our planet, and also teach us a lesson on co-existence with those
who are different from us. In some ways, this book gives a voice to the birds and
the trees on which they rest within our campus. | am sure this majesty of nature
will grow with time, and | hope we will continue to celebrate their presence at

Ahmedabad University.

Pankaj Chandra

Vice Chancellor Chairman
Ahmedabad University Board of Management
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Member, Board of Governors
Ahmedabad University




Global Centre for Environment and Energy

The Global Centre for Environment and Energy is a
one-of-its-kind Centre of Excellence at Ahmedabad
University. The Centre = fosters and pursues
interdisciplinary research and designs technological
and social experimentation related to climate change,
energy, and natural resources. Areas of expertise
include but are not limited to assessing global climate
change and its impacts, development pathways, and
long-term scenarios for India, climate and energy policy,

urban mitigation and adaptation strategies, low carbon

technologies, aerosol modelling, and the environmental

impact of aerosols.

The Centre hosts the Technical Support Unit of the
Mitigation Working Group of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The, Centre wg;ksl
closely with members of the Centre for Environmental
Policy, Imperial College London. It collaborates with:
global and Indian universities, research institutes, and

industries to pursue research on energy and climate

change. The Centre also hosts visiting faculty, doctoral

students, research scholars, and interns.

o usiastic in pursuing planetary problems.

Ecology, Environment and Climate Change
Research Cluster

As part of the Interdisciplinary Programme initiative
around Sustainable Systems and Living, the Ecology,
Environment and Climate Change Research Cluster
at Ahmedabad University helps foster a team-based,
collaborative research programme in mission-driven
fields, such as basic and applied ecology, environment,

and climate studies. This Cluster, which
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Shikra BIRDS OF PREY
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The Booted Eagle, also belonging to the Accipitridae family, boasts
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(Hieraatus pennatus)

a fully feathered tarsi (the bird equivalent to the bones between
the ankle and upper foot in birds) which look like white socks on

sturdy long legs. The white patches on its scapulars (equivalent of

shoulder blades in birds) resemble headlights.

¥ o
e
BIRDS OF PREY
< LS ;
2152l 611 b (AT L I
S R
The Shikra, not to be confused with 27 ii_‘.'.f'.: A AN T NG
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Oriental Honey Buzzard

(Milvus migrans)

BIRDS OF PREY

ENtTad

The Black Kite is a commonly
sighted predator and urban
raptor. No, it isn't an eagle. Milvus
Migrans Govinda, named after
Lord Krishna, and Milvus Migrans
Lineatus, the migratory Kite from
Central Asia, are the two races
of the species that are spotted

around here.
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Calttle Egret

WETLAND BIRDS
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- ‘ The Cattle Egret, as the name suggests,
O]
o is commonly found in fields around
g y
- i grazing cattle, but they now chase after
Q~ 1
o tractors as, well, don't ask why! They have
;g 1 B A a massive appetite for disturbed insects
() - - 1
) \ =) = and you can spot a bunch of them at the
_ s = T W buffet around campus. p—
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Non-Breeding Plumage

11



adow

spot the Red

this omnivore,

eeda 1o o s
n the morning to
s? You ca ot

g on insects and

other small vertebrates around campus.

g










18

(Pavo cristatus - Female)
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LAND FOWLS

HiR

' For all the feather gatherers, the Indian Peafowl sheds plenty all across campus. Interestingly, this species
has a historic and cultural significance to our country, being declared the national bird in 1963 on account
of its religious and historic association with our texts and our past.
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(Ortygornis pondicerianus)

Grey Francolin ddi?

LAND FOWLS  The Grey Francolin, or the Chicken Bird, can commonly be found
on the cricket pitch at the East campus. Out of the three species
found in Guijarat, this species is the most ubiquitous. It is called
Tetar in Hindi and Guijarati on account of the sound it makes:

Tee-tar! Tee-tar!
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Indian White-eye arbler

or Oriental White-Eve

1€l gesl

The Hume's Leaf Warbler is often hea
not easily seen. It is identified by its unig
“chew-wee” call. Its birdsong is often
compared to an insect’s buzz, and it is often
prone to long-distance roving. It is very similar
to the Yellow-Browed Warbler and the Gree
Warbler, but is greyer and has colder to

with fewer shades o?orange.
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PERCHING BIRDS
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Don't allow yourself to be fooled by appearances, for the Indian White-Eye or Oriental White- Eye doesn't

possess a white eyelid! However, the eye ring is clustered by white feathers.
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PERCHING BIRDS
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Another winter visitor to India is the Greenish

Warbler. As.ahe name suggests, it is greenish

i
overall with a prominent supercilium.

(Phylloscopus trochileides)

Greenish Warbler
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The Common Chiffchaff's name is, in fact, onomatopoeic, referencing the rather mechanical way in which
it sings its two-note metronomic - “Chiff - Chaff!” “Chiff - Chaff!”




PERCHING BIRDS
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The Booted Warbler,

managed to get a cl

lways, but
h - typical.

(Phylloscopus griseo

Sulphur-Bellied Warb r

dsiuil ges) PERCHING BIRDS

A winter visitor to India, the Sulphur-Bellied Warbler is characterised by grey-brown above and

sulphur-yellow belly and a prominent yellow eyebrow. arbler In non-breedin

26



(Culicicapa ceylonensis)

PERCHING BIRDS
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The Grey-Headed Canary Flycatcher is an
extremely noisy and active bird, like a canary.
Part of the acrobatic flycatcher family, it is

known atching insects on its wings




YJ22i] 21SS2UIR] PERCHING BIRDS

Endemic to the Indian subcontinent, the Purple-Rumped Sunbird, as the name suggests, has a distinctive

purple rump (hind part of the body) and throat, and white flanks (equivalent to the part between the ribs

and hips).
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Like the Hu

Sunbird is often T88nd [ng over

flowers, feeding on nec an tell

a breeding male apart o

its glossy blue-black plumage.
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PERCHING BIRDS
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The  Thick-Billed Flowerpecker is
described by one online archive for birds
as ‘unremarkable.“ We disagree. This
species’ pale vent, striped throat, and
streaked underpants set it apart from other

fruit-eating tree dwellers.

(Dicaeum agile)
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PERCHING BIRDS PERCHING BIRDS
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If you spot a nest that appears to have two leaves Named after the wife of Samuel Richard

sewn together and then padded with cotton or Tickell, who was born in Cuttack and served

grass, it belongs to the Common Tailorbird or in the Bengal Native Infantry, the Tickell's

the Cobbler Bird. You might remember them as Blue Flycatcher is a passerine from the
Darzee from The Jungle Book. flycatcher family. Samuel Richard Tickell
made significant contributions to Indian
ornithology through field observation and

specimen collection.

(Orthotomus sutorius)

S ;ﬁ'fld(ell S Blue Flycatcher




Female

PERCHING BIRDS
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A beautiful and tiny bird, th
distinguished by the red p
The rest of its underpart is

wings are a gorgeous bluis|




3 PERCHING BIRDS
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The White-Browed Fantail, as the pictu'uggests, is characterised by a white-browed
fan-shaped tail. It belongs to the passerine family and is lar

ly found in the tropical regions.

(Rhipidura aureola)
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is a small passerine bir

central Indian forests, farmlands, and p

ach clutch nestling three eggs.

i B

White-Browed Fantail
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An agile passerine bird, the Black-Naped Monarch is one of the 98 species of the Monarchidae family.

Distinguished by its bright azure and black nape band, they are known to be sexually dimorphic -

exhibiting structural differences.
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PERCHING BIRDS

{layuiy lkk=-Naped Monarch




Female

(eoliegejew (eiNyouoT) 82ipon3)
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PERCHING BIRDS Male

21164121)

The Common lora belongs to the passerine family
and is characterised by its loud calls and bright and

across Asia.

colourful plumage. It is widely fou
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Common lora
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(Euodice (Lonchura) malabarica)

PERCHING BIRDS

2yil3)

Distinguished by its silver-blue swollen bill,
whitish face and white upper-tail coverts,
Indian Silverbill the Indian Silverbill can be spotted in
grasslands and shrubs.

48

Ashy Prinia

(Prinia socialis)

PERCHING BIRDS
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The Ashy Prinia can be spotted quite
easily as it prefers keeping close to human
habitat. Like other warblers, it is also an
insectivore. However, additionally, it loves

nectar-producing flowers

49
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The Bluethroat,

from the pict
distinctive blue
as if it has been painte
excellent mimic, it is know
answer the calls of other birds,
while possessing a melodious

originality of its own.

PERCHING BIRDS,

A4

The Red'-%nted Bulbul '
is named thus owing to

the red vent it conceals

-

“
Red-Vented Bulbul * -
>
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(Pycnonotus cafer)
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PERCHING BIRDS
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The Oriental Magpie Robin, known for its
melodious song and popular as cagebirds when
it was considered okay to cage birds many many
years ago, is a fairly common Indian bird. It is also
the national bird of Bangladesh.




Female\
j & S

(Oriolus kundoo)

The Indian Golden Oriole was formerly considered
a subspecies of the Eurasian Golden Oriolmlt is
now a full species in itself. They are known to be

monogamous and form long-lasting pair
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The Indian Stone-Curlew or the Eurasian Thick-Knée"is rightly

* named so on account of its short, thick bill, bull-headed appearance

(Burhinus indicus)

a wollen tibiotarsal joints (knees).
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(Athene brama)

NOCTURNAL BIRDS

[21643]

As the legend goes, if you spot a
Spotted Owlet, you're about to

be blessed, for it is believed to be
Goddess Lakshmi's vehicle. If you
want to seek them out in the hope
of striking gold, look in tree hollows,
cavities in rocks or buildings, and
on branches, where they usually

congregate in small groups.



URNAL BIRDS
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ian Scops Owl has prominent
s and dark eyes with a thin
order around the facial disc
htly streaked underparts.
cturnal bird is a rare sight,
could keep an ear out for
p’ sound while out in forests

ens.

(Tayto alba)

Barn Owl

NOCTURNAL BIRDS

3dled]

If you ever hear high-pitched
screeching in the dead of the
night, it's most definitely a Barn
Owl. The heart-shaped face of this

bird makes them a symbol of love.
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(Apus affinis)

OTHER BIRDS

Hi2l AHAHI6{d

The Little Swift, as the name suggests, is a
tiny bird with a wingspan of 33 cm. It can be
identified by its plumage: black with a white
throat and a rump patch that extends onto its
flanks. They are city birds that build their nests
in buildings and will often return to the same

site and rebuild nests year after year.

Little Swift

OTHER BIRDS
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- L Overall dark brown birds with pale
- - 4 and light underparts, the Dusky

Crag-Martins are mostly spotted

L ~ flying around buildings in tiny

flocks. They are not quick fliers,
» however, unlike Barn Owls, they
__"..'-h can wheel and loop with agility.
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Coppersmith Barbet
(Crimson -breasted Barbet)
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(Dinopium benghalense)
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The Laughing A L 5ok, &=
Dove, as the name A T, ; o N
The Spotted Dove originates from &7 & b > :
suggests sounds V ¥ e _ S T
o ) South China, Indonesia, and the f c ¥t ke = < - e
like it's laughing s &o S o L
_ Philippines, but has now migrate@ — o =
when it calls out. ™ = . A .
and spread throughout the watld; P DN B Aes
including India. Itis often spottediin
light forests, but is ratherur®anised Spotted Dove
. "
Laughing Dove now as well, _ o
i a
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(Streptopelia decaocto)

OTHER BIRDS

The Common Collared Dove often
utters a very melancholic call from

the depths of branches. Their calls

are commonly mistaken for those of
a cuckoo’s because they sound rather

similar.

e

Common Collared Dove

OTHER BIRDS
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The Common Pigeon or Rock Dove used to L
dwellin rocks in the wild, butis now urbanised.
These are spotted everywhere now and have
provided employment opportunities to many
a who install the 'kabootar net’ in homes and
office spaces.
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OTHER BIRDS
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The White-Bellied Drongo, another
member of the drongo family, is often
mistaken for the Black Drongo when
younger. As they mature, their belly
and vent become distinctly white. They
visit Gujarat during the winter and are

endemic to Sri Lanka and India.

The Yellow- footed Green Pigeon is the state
blrd“qf’ Maharashtra. This gorgeous bird is often
—d hulhted exten5|vejy-“For its flesh.
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(Dicrurus caerule

a? 4 White-bellied Drongo
| ’ﬂ\,,‘ ' Yellow-Footed Green Pigeon
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OTHER BIRDS
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The Black Drongo, also

(Dicrurus macrocercus)

known as the King Crow,
is quite the fighter and will
pick up a fight with any
bird that enters its territory

even if the latter is larger.

Black Drongo

OTHER BIRDS

ENEAN

If you spot a bird aggressively
chasingotherspeciesawayinsearch
of food, it is undoubtedly the Ashy
Drongo. This slim, medium-sized
bird of the Dicrurudae family is
identified by its crimson eyes and
is mostly dark grey in colour. They
aren't very good mimics of other
bird calls, but that doesn't stop

them from trying!

Ashy Drongo
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OTHEE BIRDS
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The Rose-Ringed Parakeet is a favourite when

it comes to pet birds in Bollywood. They have

a thin pink and black band around their neck,
-

which is inconspicuous in females.
.- = .

" _c*.

male (above), female (below)

&

Rose-Ringed Parakeel

OTHER BIRDS
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The Alexandrine Parakeet was
actually named after Alexander the
Great. The particular species has
been prized by royalty and nobles,
so keep an eye out for them. They
might also swoop down to

munch on your fruits;

they love them!

Alexandrine Parakeet

(Psittacula eupatria)
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Female
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OTHER BIRDS
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The Greater Coucal is a
carnivore or more appropriately
an insectivore and can often
be spotted munching on
caterpillars, snails, and small
vertebrates such as saw-scaled
vipers. They also eat bird eggs,
nestlings, fruits, and seeds.
They resemble crows, even
though they belong to the
cuckoo family and are, in fact,
a cross between a crow and a

pheasant.

(Centropus sinensis)

OTHER BIRDS

URUA2]

The Rufous Treepie or Tiger's
Dentist is known to feed on
the leftover flesh that gets
stuck in the teeth of a tiger,
post a meal. Clearly, a very

brave bird.

( Dendrocitta vagabunda)
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The House Crow is an extremely opportunistic eater and Unlike the House Crow which has a grey neck, the Indian

will feed on practically anything that is edible. Jungle Crow or Large-Billed Crow is jet black through
and through. As far as food is concerned, it is always the

crows that mob the raptors.
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n Grey Hornbill

OTHER BIRDS

[Rcdi]

Look  carefully  enough
and you will see an Indian
Grey Hornbill on campus.
Interestingly, the females
seal themselves with the
nest in cavities of trees
while incubating eggs and
only leave a small opening
through which the males can
feed her. The nest are only
broken when the chicks are

ready to fly.

(Ocyceros birostris)
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Greenish Warbler, 3ivil dld] gcs]
Common Chiffchaff, 6i€1H] gcs]
Sulphur-Bellied Warbler, @siuvil gcsl
Booted Warbler, 2ild1 gcs|

Sykes’s Warbler, 211g/s31 si2 gcs]
Grey-Headed Canary Flycalcher, da2l
il

Purple-Rumped Sunbird, y2122{l 21ss2uii2
Purple Sunbird, 2Iss2uii2]

Thick-Billed Flower Pecker, %1l
sajgel

Pale-billed Flowerpecker, luilaiizy
sajgel

Common Tailorbird, €2%)si

Tickell's Blue Flycatcher, 4432
Red-Breasted Flycatcher, 42s] HivilHIR
While Spotted Fantail, 2usld] 1yel
White-Browed Fantail, 12421/ Uui
Black-Naped Monarch, leuiuiiy
House Sparrow, asdl

Common lora, 21ic{1(]

Indian Silverbill, 2y2l2]

Ashy Prinia, $55gds|

Bluethroat, Aldss]

Red-Vented Bulbul, sidcid

Black Redstart, 212221

Indian Robin, eg@isdl/ sioileg
Oriental Magpie Robin, €4S

Indian Golden Oriole, ulas

Jungle Babbler, a4 dg

Brahminy Starling, aisi1ell sici2
Rosy Starling, ¢i2]

Bank Myna, €lis| 51612

Common Myna, S1612

NOCTURNAL BIRDS
Indian Stone-Curlew, 2sd
Spotted Owlet, [Rici?]
Indian Scops Owl,

Barn Owl, 2d]€d]

OTHER BIRDS

Little Swift, Hi2l Aciicfld

Dusky Crag Martin, 414 4641¢]]

Asian Green Bee-ealer, 411 ud221
Coppersmith Barbet, S22/ gs2s
White-Throated  Kingfisher, use  oidl
sas(@l

Black-Rumped Flameback, diculs  fi4z]
dsssuile

Laughing Dove, gidl
Spotted Dove, df@i ¢idi

Common Collared Dove, $id

Common Pigeon, S6{d?/ U134
Yellow-Footed Green Pigeon, ¢[Rad
White-Bellied Drongo, 2igevel siell

Black Drongo, sif121 sieil

Ashy Drongo, 21uis] siv]

Rose-Ringed Parakeet, Uiu2

Alexandrine Parakeet, 2ul@iH1 Yiye
Common Hawk Cuckoo, 6142}

Asian Koel, siid

Greater Coucal, §e4121241/ €122

Rufous Treepie, W2uig]

House Crow, s1Is]

Indian Jungle Crow, %21dl si2isi/ [Bi-12]
SPIS]

Indian Grey Hornbill, Ridi]
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