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EDITORIAL  

 

It has been over a year since we published the last edition of the Centre for Heritage Management (CHM) newsletter. At 
this juncture of beginning a new academic year, celebrating some of our own milestones reminded us of the long-
overdue newsletter. So, here is an abridged annual newsletter for you to review the highlights from our past year and to 
get an idea of our future directions. I invite you to browse through and give us your constructive feedback.  

We completed a three-year-long project titled άAhmedabad Cultural Heritage Venture Labέ, in collaboration with our 
partners in Spain and India - for which we were awarded a grant from the European Union (EU). We also launched our 
own journal - Journal of Heritage Management, published twice a year with SAGE, that encourages scholarship across 
the field of tangible and intangible Heritage Management. CHM also became an institutional member of ICOMOS India, 
and is hosting a discussion forum on Heritage Management education at the upcoming ICOMOS International General 
Assembly in New Delhi in December 2017.  

But most excitingly, the first batch of our aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ students graduated this year, entering the practice of 
Heritage Management and taking on some of the crucial questions that face us. The profile of our class is in this 
newsletter and we are proud of the varying avenues they have taken on in their theses. Part of their efforts include the 
conference on Heritage Management, which we have been working towards, is just around the corner with around 55 
presentations lined up across four days.  

As we enter into the new academic year, we are growing as we add new faculty as well as students, few projects in 
pipeline, and more engagements on academic discourses on Heritage Management. As AhmedaōŀŘΩǎ ƻƭŘ Ŏƛǘȅ ŎƻǊŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ¦b9{/hΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƛǎǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ōƻǘƘ, the 
local and global heritage discourses and institutions, and offer path-breaking education in Heritage Management. We 
invite you all to engage with us in different ways.  

Thank you for your support in this unique journey.  

Neel Kamal Chapagain, PhD 
Associate Professor  
Programme Chair, Master in Management Studies (Heritage Management) 

 

Ahmedabad University, Centre for Heritage Management  

Ahmedabad University is a private, non-profit university dedicated to rigorous academic pursuit with a focus on building 
enquiry as a value through interdisciplinary learning. Ahmedabad University is a research university with a strong liberal 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻŎǳǎΦ [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ the University has a unique mind set to develop cultural 
and entrepreneurial sensitivity in our graduates. Established in 2009 by the Ahmedabad Education Society (AES), 
Ahmedabad University is centrally located, amidst a repertoire of highly reputed institutions. The ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ DNA 
comprises of eminent founders, a congregation of inspiring teachers and engaging scholars, and a talented pool of 
highly motivated students.  
 
It is with such spirit, that Ahmedabad University set up the Centre for Heritage Management (CHM) with focuses on 
academic, practice and research issues in the domain of Heritage and Culture. CHM is one of a kind in India and 
specialises in Heritage Management to promote conservation and management of heritage assets. Through CHM, 
Ahmedabad University offers a unique two years aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ Degree Programme on Heritage Management and a few 
executive Programmes for mid-level professionals. It also conducts collaborative action research such as the recently 
completed Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage Venture Lab, which was funded by the European Union and was pursued in 
partnership with the University of Valladolid and City of Valladolid in Spain and the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation 
as well as a few other partners. CHM has recently launched an international Journal of Heritage Management, in 
association with the SAGE publications. It is in this scheme of initiatives to strengthen the field of Heritage 
Management, that the international conference on Heritage Management Education and Practice is being organised.  
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EVENTS AT THE CENTRE 

LAUNCH OF THE JOURNAL OF HERITAGE MANAGEMENT 

August 31, 2016 

We launched our peer-reviewed international Journal of Heritage Management on Wednesday, August 31, 2016. The 
journal was released by a group of dignitaries including the Guest of Honour - an eminent artist, Padmabhushan Shri 
Gulammohammed Sheikh; Professor Pankaj Chandra, Vice Chancellor of Ahmedabad University; Professor Devanath 
Tirupati, Dean, Amrut Mody School of Management (Ahmedabad University); Mr Debashish Nayak, Director, CHM 
(Ahmedabad University); Dr Rima Hooja, Editor of the journal and Adjunct Faculty, CHM; and Professor Shahul Ameen, 
Assistant Editor of the Journal and Faculty, CHM. 

 

In his keynote address, Shri Gulammohammed Sheikh shared about the current state of art and heritage in India and 
issues with the institutions responsible for its documentation, conservation and management. Citing some examples 
from India and abroad, he emphasised the need of rejuvenating these institutions and coming up with innovative ways 
of managing the rich heritage. He also advocated for setting up new institutions both at local and national level that 
would nurture the cultural heritage. He appreciated the positioning of the Centre for Heritage Management, 
Ahmedabad University, in the context of the city Ahmedabad with its rich and vibrant cultural and educational legacy. 
He recognised the initiatives of Ahmedabad University and the role of the Journal of Heritage Management as 

important milestones in this context. 

Professor Pankaj Chandra shared the aspirations of Ahmedabad University 
to be a liberal education driven research University. He said that the 
journal truly reflected the movement towards that research centricity. He 
further added that while the world of heritage inquiry in India has largely 
been practice and documentation driven but its growth in an academic 
environment has to be driven by an amalgam of theory, policy and 
managerial thinking. In the end, Professor Chandra said that a peer-review 
journal would thus be an appropriate mechanism for creating a dialogue 
around conceptual issues, building theories and showing ways of executing 
ideas and practices. 

Dr Rima Hooja introduced the journal, and highlighted its aim to be a forum 
for sharing theoretical discourses, analysing policies and practices, and 
promoting discussions on key issues on Heritage Management. Shri 
Debashish Nayak earlier gave his welcome remarks, in which he highlighted 
tƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ Heritage 
Management, offered at CHM. Professor Shahul Ameen offered vote of 
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thanks. Professionals, heritage enthusiasts, faculty and students attended the Programme. 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FIRST EDITION OF  

INTERNATIONAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 

August 31, 2016  

At the Journal launch event, the international conference series on Heritage Management Education and Practice was 
also announced. The inaugural edition of the conference with the theme άExploring Connections across Disciplines and 
Stakeholdersέ is scheduled for July 28 to 31, 2017. Professor Amareswar Galla and Professor Nalini Thakur will be the 
keynote speakers, along with Professor Pankaj Chandra, Vice Chancellor of Ahmedabad University, and Professor 
Devanath Tirupati, Dean of the Amrut Mody School of Management of Ahmedabad University. The call for abstracts 
received around 100 abstracts, and around 55 papers are planned for presentation.  

RELEASE OF A BEST PRACTICES MANUAL  

FOR CULT URAL HERITAGE AT THE CONCLUSION EVENT OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

FUNDED PROJECT òAHMEDABAD CULTURAL HERITAGE MANAGEMENT VENTURE LABó 

September 13, 2016 

On Tuesday, 13th September 2016, Ahmedabad University-Centre for Heritage organised the Concluding event of the 33 
months long European Union funded project άCultural Heritage Management and Venture Lab in Ahmedabadέ. On the 
occasion, a Best Practices Manual was released by the guests of the function: Mr Emilio Contreras, First Secretary, 
Embassy of Spain in India; Professor Pankaj Chandra, Vice-Chancellor of Ahmedabad University; Professor Devanath 
Tirupati, Dean, AMSOM; Mr Debashish Nayak, Director of CHM; and Dr Guillermo Rodriguez Martin, Director, Casa de la 
India, Valladolid, Spain. The manual is a key outcome of the three years long project, which documents some of the best 
practices in diverse sectors of Heritage Management in India and Spain. An editorial team consisting of Professor Neel 
Kamal Chapagain from CHM, Mr P.K.V. Nair from Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, and Professors Julio Grijalba and 
Alberto Grijalba from the University of Valladolid led the process of drafting the manual, in which the cases from India 
were compiled by Dr Sharadbala Joshi and Ms Poonam Trambadia.  

On the same occasion, a brochure about the project, its partners, the formation of the successor organisation namely 
Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage Cluster Trust (ACHC) and Ahmedabad Heritage Venture Lab (AHVL) was also released. The 
first group of entrepreneurs who participated in the AHVL mentorship Programme were also felicitated, and their 
projects were featured in an exhibition that was open all day.  Along with the remarks of appreciation by the guests, Mr 
Gilbert Nazareth, Project Coordinator for Ahmedabad University thanked all the project partners for their hard and 
dedicated work. The partners include two universities that of Ahmedabad and Valladolid, two Municipal Councils that of 
Valladolid and Ahmedabad, Casa de la India the lead partner and four associate partners Urban Management Centre, 
Ahmedabad; City Heritage Centre, Ahmedabad, EVoCH Platform, Valladolid and Cearcal, Valladolid. 

 The event concluded with 45 minutes drama έtƻƭΣ tƻƭΣ tƻƭΧ !ƘƳŜŘŀōŀŘ ƴƛ hƭŀƪƘ tƻƭέ about the unique character of 
Pols of Ahmedabad, by Theatre Media Centre (TMC) and Budreti. 
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KALA KATHA - SACRED STORY ON CLOTH 

An Exhibition by aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ Students: November 21, 2016 

The CHM students organised an interactive exhibition on the Mata ni Pachedi art in the occasion of the annual Heritage 
Week Festival in Ahmedabad. The exhibition was held on 19th November 2016, the first day of Heritage Week 
celebrations in Ahmedabad. The exhibition showcased the unique cultural heritage of the Devipujak community in form 
of their art on cloth and a live musical ritual performance at the campus of Centre for Heritage Management. The 
exhibit showcased the masterpieces of Mr Chandrakant Chitara, a prominent Mata ni Pachedi artist. Mr Chitara and his 
family including his young son were available throughout the exhibition to interact and offer first-hand information to 
the visitors. The exhibition showcased not only the art forms but also the materials used, natural colours, panels on 
process and issues. 

Mata is Pachedi is a living traditional craft of the Devipujak community that depicts mata (literally meaning the mother) 
in all her forms and her stories with paintings or block pǊƛƴǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƛƳ ǿŀǎ to highlight the dynamics of 
community ownership for the craft forms and processes - which makes such art as living heritage. The exhibition was 
curated by a group of CHM students pursuing their aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ in Heritage Management. Designed as part of their studio 
project in second year, the students aimed to create awareness of the art form that has evolved over time, and explore 
various community aspects as well as the Heritage Management challenges. The exhibition was an opportunity to 
portray their one-and-half years journey of learning and unlearning the varied discourses of heritage and management. 
The coordinator of the exhibition Ms Niharika Shah further continued the process into her aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ Thesis in Heritage 
Management in the following semester.  

 

CASE WRITING WORKSHOP 

December 15 and 16, 2016 

A Case Writing Workshop was organised at the Centre for Heritage Management, Ahmedabad University on December 
15th and 16th, 2016. This workshop was supported by the Centre for Cultural Resources and Training (CCRT), 
Government of India, and aimed at promoting case writing on Heritage Management issues. Professor AH Kalro led the 
workshop with sessions from Professor AK Jain, Professor Mukesh Patel, Professor Ruchi Tewari and Professor Abrar Ali 
Saiyyad. The first part of the workshop introduced the participants with the philosophy and methodology of case 
method of teaching-learning, followed by participating in a session in which a Heritage Management case (shared in 
advance) was used as class teaching exercise. The second part of the workshop involved exercises in case writing 
exercise where each participant worked on their individual cases.  

The workshop began with an inaugural session on 15th December. Mr Debashish Nayak, Director of the Centre for 
Heritage Management, and Mr Harish Palsule, Deputy Director at the Centre for Cultural Resources and Training (CCRT, 
GoI) welcomed the participants. Professor A.H. Kalro, Professor Emeritus, Ahmedabad University and Academic Advisor, 
Ahmedabad Education Society, and Professor Ashoke Chatterjee, Chairman of the Advisory Committee for Centre for 
Heritage Management, spoke on the context of the workshop; and Professor Devanath Tirupati, Dean, Amrut Mody 
School of Management (Ahmedabad University) offered inaugural remarks. The final session of the workshop on 
16th December included a summary on the learnings from the workshop, participantsΩ reflections and feedback, and 
closing remarks from Professor AH Kalro, Professor Ashoke Chatterjee and Professor Devanath Tirupati. 


























